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Background

As democracy spreads in East Asia, there is a major vacuum in comparative politics on how parameters of partisan competition, patterns of vote choice, and electoral participation compare to the experience and theory of industrialized democracies in the West. In particular, it entails the following questions: First, what is the state of the development of party systems in East Asian democracies and to what extent its nature and functions converge with or diverge from what we have learned from Western democracies. To what extent do political parties and partisanship matter in the East Asian context, given the relative youth of many of its democracies and the often-seen inchoate nature of political parties. Second, what factors shape partisan preferences? To what extent do parties and partisanship manifest a crystallization of social cleavages? Do major parties cater distinctive socio-economic constituencies, or they all strive to be catch-all parties. If so, then on what basis do parties compete to draw electoral support? How well does the classic Left-Right cleavage fit the Asian experiences?  Does partisanship also provide the same kind of framing, orienting and intermediating function as it did in Western democracies (albeit at much lesser degree now than two decades ago). Is it a good predictor of individual vote choice? Third, what are the consequences of partisanship? Do party ties motivate citizens to participate more and be more attentive to politics? Lastly, does partisanship and partisan vote choice influence citizens’ evaluation of the performance of the democracy and their commitment to democratic legitimacy?


These are important theoretical and political questions, and yet they have largely gone unanswered because we lacked sufficient empirical resources to systematically study these questions across East Asian democracies. Now, a new wave of comparative public opinion surveys in East Asia is providing these resources.  Another important feature of our proposal is the integration of these international studies into a combined research project. We will draw upon data from the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems, the East Asia Barometer, and the World Values Surveys.
 These provide an incredibly rich resource base for our analyses—a dramatic advance for research on East Asia over the past decade.

          We are developing an international research conference on this topic, that will be held at the East West Center in Honolulu in mid-July 2006 (after the IPSA Congress). The papers from this conference will then be revised for publication.

We propose that the volume places emphasis on theory-guided comparative chapters. The structure of the volume may look like the outline on the following page:

Agenda 
Editors’ Introduction

Outlining the theoretic thrust of the volume and what we try to accomplish. 

East Asian Party Systems

1. Electoral Systems and Party Systems in East Asia. Benjamin Reilly, Australian National University

An overview of the evolution of political/electoral institutions and party system in East Asian democracies: provide the macro-context for the subsequent micro-level analysis.

2. Parameters of Partisan Competition. Russell Dalton, UC Irvine, and Aiji Tanaka, Waseda University

Does the classical Left-Right cleavage fit East Asian experiences? How are parties aligned on a Left/Right dimension?

Influences on the Partisanship

3. Social Structure and Partisanship. Ian McAllister, Australian National Unversity

What explain the electorate’s partisan choice? To what extent do socio-economic cleavages structure citizens’ vote choice?

4.  Issues, Value Cleavages and Partisanship. Airie Lee, Texas Tech University

What are the issue and value bases of partisan choice across East Asia?

5. Partisanship in East Asia.  Emile C. J. Sheng, Soochow University 
What is the level and intensity of partisanship? Who are more likely to acquire partisanship and who are least likely? Does partisanship exist largely in term of positive partisanship and/or negative partisanship? Do older democracy, such as Japan, developed more resilient partisanship than younger democracies? To what extent, the legacy of dominant party, in the case of Taiwan, left its fingerprint on the development of partisanship?

Consequences of Partisanship

6. Partisanship and Democratic Citizenship. Yun-Han Chu, Academia Sinica, Min-hua Huang, National Taiwan University
Does partisanship influence the way citizens involve themselves in political process? Its implications for level of political interests, efficacy, and political participation?

7. Partisanship and Democracy.  Doh Chull Shin, University of Missouri

How do partisanship and partisan vote choice affect their perception of the fairness of the election, support for democracy and satisfaction with democracy?

� The CSES will include Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Thailand, the Philippines, Australia, and New Zealand. The EAB includes Japan, Korea, Mongolia, Taiwan, Thailand, and the Philippines. The WVS includes Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore, the Philippines, Indonesia, Australia, New Zealand.





